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SITE CODE BA84
 Palaeopathology



PBR

_____________________________________________________________________


Context


Osteologist: Jelena Bekvalac

Date: 27.06.06

_____________________________________________________________________


An older male adult (Age code 10) with bilateral osteoarthritis of the hands and feet.  Also an indication of changes in the spine observed as kyphosis.

Right Hand

The right carpometacarpal of the 1st metacarpal had Grade 1 marginal osteophytic lipping and the inferior half of the distal articular surface for articulation with the trapezium was smooth and eburnated. The articulating ‘saddle joint’ surface of the right trapezium had Grade 2 osteopyhtic marginal lipping and the articulating surface was completely smooth and eburnated.  (No indication of trauma).

Left Hand

The left 1st metacarpal was damaged post mortem but had partial marginal osteophytic lipping and the inferior half of the distal articular surface was eburnated as in the right.  The trapezium was missing post mortem.

Right and Left Foot

The dorsal surface of the right cuboid and 2nd and 3rd cuneiform had spicules of new bone growth on the bone surface and on the navicular this was also seen on the plantar surface.  Suggesting a possible infection or trauma to the feet and the subsequent osteoarthritic changes evident in the bones.  Perhaps with the changes being more marked in the feet they may be indicative of another arthropathy, possibly a seronegative one such as psoriatic arthropathy but there were no phalanges present and so any changes to these were not observable. 

Grade 1 marginal osteophytic lipping of the navicular, cuboid and the 2nd and 3rd cuneiform.  The articulating surfaces between the cuneiforms had lipping with the superior aspect of the articulating surface between the 3rd cuneiform and cuboid having porosity, subchondral cysting and an area of eburnation.  The articulating surface between the navicular and the 2nd cuneiform also had porosity, subchondral cysting and a small area of eburnation at the superior aspect.

The most destructive area was the articulation between the 2nd cuneiform and the 2nd metatarsal with marginal lipping, porosity and subchondral cysting destroying most of the articular surface with small areas of eburnation.  Porosity and eburnation was also present between the articulation surfaces for the left and right 4th and 5th metatarsals.

The changes in the left foot were similar to those of the right but not so severe but again the most marked destruction was seen in the articulation between the 2nd cuneiform and the second metatarsal.

Kyphosis
Angular defect of the thoracic vertebrae with the change in the vertebral angle occurring from Th7. Lateral wedging of the left side of the centrum with osteophytic lipping on the right side of the anterior aspect of the centrums, producing bony bridges but not fusion.
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