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Palaeopathology



PBR
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Context


Osteologist:
R.N.R. Mikulski
Date: 12/08/2004

_____________________________________________________________________


Summary: MIN86 9662 represents an adult individual of possible male sex exhibiting severe osteoarthritis in left wrist, possibly as a result of trauma to the wrist.
There is osteophytosis evident in both wrists at the distal ends of both radii and ulnae; though slight in the right wrist, there is a small area of eburnation along the posterior lateral margin of the distal articular surface. 

In the left wrist the osteophytic activity is much more pronounced and is also evident in the one carpal present (left trapezoid). There is a small thin area of eburnation along the posterior margin of the distal articular surface of the left radius where some osteophytic lipping has occurred, possibly prior to the eburnation. There is also some change apparent at the anterior medial aspect of the distal radius, where the articular surface appears split, the medial aspect of the surface being very irregular and remodelled. This might possibly be the result of a fine or hairline fracture to the distal radius, but there is no obvious malalignment; if so, this could be the cause of the changes in the left ulna.

There is a large area of severe eburnation on the medial aspect of the distal articular surface of the left ulna; this has resulted in the loss of at least 1mm of the surface thickness. The fact that this part of the distal ulna does not normally articulate with anything else directly suggests that there may have been some trauma to the wrist, resulting in a substantial shift, of the proximal carpals at least, towards the medial. This is probably associated with the changes in the left radius.

There is also osteophytosis evident in the elbows particularly in the trochlear notches of both ulnae, though this is likely to be age-related or possibly secondary to the changes in the wrists.

	Pathology Codes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	congenital
	infection
	joints
	trauma
	metabolic
	endocrine
	neoplastic
	circulatory
	other

	
	
	311
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



