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Context


Osteologist: Jelena Bekvalac
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Middle adult possible female with curvature of the spinal column particularly pronounced in the thoracic vertebrae and with deformity of the ribs. If not a congenital abnormality, the curvature and deformity was perhaps caused by the period of fashion and the wearing of corsets.

SCOLIOSIS
Vertebrae

“Scoliosis is the term used for lateral deviations of the spinal column from the midsagittal plane” Ortner (2003).

There was scoliosis, curvature of the vertebral column with the most severe expression seen in the thoracic vertebrae.  Th8 to Th12 had deep depressions on their superior and inferior vertebral bodies that had caused a reduced and 'pinched' wedged appearance to the vertebral bodies.  They were most marked on the right side. The margins of the thoracic and lumbar bodies were not lipped but their overall outline although smooth was irregular. This then caused them not to align uniformly with one another when placed in their anatomical position.

There was a change in alignment of the transverse processes and also deflection of the thoracic spinous processes. In response to this the inferior facets, predominantly on the left side had become enlarged, porous, severely lipped and in Th11 to L2 eburnated.  

In this instance there was no fusion of the vertebrae but the vertebrae were clearly placed under an abnormal stress and thus responded in the lateral deviation and subsequent deformity seen in the vertebrae that were present.  The deformity also caused secondary arthritic changes seen in the destruction and eburnated surfaces of the facets.

Ribs

The ribs that were present were from the left side and show a marked change in their shape and curvature.  Due to the abnormal stress placed on the vertebrae the ribs had responded by becoming compressed and formed new joints between the ribs. In this case the new joints on the ribs did not appear to have fused but the curvature must have been extreme for contact of the ribs to have been made and for them to form.
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	congenital
	infection
	joints
	trauma
	metabolic
	endocrine
	neoplastic
	circulatory
	other
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